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Act One

In the village. A lone girl is seated in an unkenip! mmgrlr;.fmd engrossed
int the traditional game of ayiva. Enter Iyaa from the garden with green
vegetables in ber bands.

Tyaa:

Recha:
lyaa:
Recho:
lyaa:

Recho:

Ivaa:

Recho:

(Tyes the nnsuspecting girl, ther in exasper, atrom,) Recho,
Rt:'chn,htm- many times must [ have 1o remind vou
that vou are now a grown up yirl, not fit to play such
a pame? (Recho burriedly abandons the game and refreats
from Iyaa.) Do you think you have many more years
to stav in this home? Consider also the bad example
this so called sister-in-law of yours is exposing you
to. You have even acquired her laziness. Just look
at this compound, why wasn't it swept?

But it was swept.
By who?
By my sister-in-law.

No wonder! Would anybody expect anything
better out of her? And where has she disappeared
1o

She went to colleet firewood.

And Jimmy?

They went 1ogether,
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Iyaa:

Recho:

Iyaa:

Recho:

What kind of nonsense is this? When did men
start collecting firewood? Anyway, what does one
expect of the likes of her but to make a man fo).
low her like ants follow each other. (To Recho) And
what are you doing staring at me like that? Bring
me a mat immediately. (To seff) 1 thought T was
hearing stories when I heard that these so -called
cducated girls have no shame what-so-cver. Just
imagine roaming all over the village with a man.
And as for my son Jimmy, [ cannot even tell what
kind of dirty things this woman of his has not
made him eat yer. What clse could have driven

a whole university graduate to £o looking for

firewood with a woman brought home as a wife?

(Meanubile Recho bas retrrned » wth the mat). For God s

sake what are you doing standing with that mat in
your hands? Spread it out,

(Tyaa takes a seat and staris to prepare the vegetaplps. ) And
you, I want vou to pick up every leaf thae was left
unswept in this compound. [s that clear? (Then she
delects a queer smell from the Litchen) Recho, did yvou
leave anything unattended to on the fire? '

Why do you ask?
Why do I ask? In my own house, why do | ask?

What kind of rudeness is this? There is obvious]y
something getting burnt on the fire,

It must be the beans, but I poured enough watrer
in them.
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I:,-nn:

Recho:

Iyaa:

Recho:

lyaa:

Hr'-'lll;:

Jimmy;

\Vait here until [ find out. (1 Jeads for the kitchen as

Recho flees).
Shall we ever cat meat in this

the beans chose to £CT burnt, 1t
Day in and day out it is beans, beans, beans. Are

we bean weevils to feed on beans endlessly?

home? Anyway, if
is not my fault.

(Appears with a pot of burnt beans. ) If 1 strangle you,
will any one blame me? | deliberately left you home
today (o prepare these beans knowing very well 1
would come back with these greens that my son
has missed for such a long time in the city. Now
look at the mess you have made. Go pour them
away and then go and culuvate that meat your
mouth is itching to eat. The God who created vou
and this sister-in-law of vours has really let loose
rwo live devils on me. Go get some of the dried
fish and put it on fire, and get some sim-sim to
prepare it with. Do you hear?

(Pleased) The dried fish did you say? Are we going
to add these vepetables to it too? i

let m Jdvoremi
J::lt e frankly remind vou that you are bevond
5 |' "r. a1 - § ‘ )
l: ".;ti::{t'. With the appetite you have for meat and
c . 'l p
tkes, | wish God had created vou a hvena.

(Fnter [immy and Mini, the

ar i n
firewood.) Jormer car rying the

(1o Jimmy) Can 1 pive you a hand?

I-Il ; i
hank you, but we are alre

Praaed) ady home (drops the
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My son, what caused you to go killing yourself in
Iyaa: y son,

the wilderness? |
Mother, it was not killing ourselves; it was a good
i

immy:
) adventure.
Mini: (Kneels to greet Iyaa) You are most welcome from

the garden.

Iyaa: (Alogf) Thank you.

Jimmy:  (To Recho) This compound = clean by the
time we left. What happened’

Recho:  These children from Zechariah’s home were
here and they were the ones who littered all these
leaves.

Jimmy:  When will you ever start telling the truth and stop
putting the blame on somebody else? And why
didn’t you sweep it then?

Recho: I failed to find the broom.

Jimmy:  Are you sure you looked for it in the kitchen and

didtﬂ_u‘[ find it? Is that not where you left it Mini?

(Mini nads). Bring me drinking water.

Water in the house is actually finished.

Jimmy: Even from mother’s pot?

Recho:

Recho; That was the first to dry up.

Jimmy:  What were you doing at home all morning that
made you fail to collect water?

Mini:

I w:mlln:.' inult,_ I 'must say. 1 should have gone for
water Iu'l'nn: pomng for firewood bt | thought there
was still enouphy leftin maother's pot. Maybe [ can go

and ferch some now, (Heads for the but).
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Jimmy:

Iyaa:
Jimmy:

Iyaa:

Jimmy:

Iyaa:

Jimmy:

lyaa:

The Heart Soothers

Is that so? Then | understand. (1o Recho.) | do not

and both of you go for the water.

And who is to do the cooking here if everybody

at home runs away?

Mother, the well is close by. They should be back
soon. (Extt Recho and Mint.)

Be carcful with these pots. (Then in a lower tone)
I always give my pots to strangers with a lot of
reservation. One never really knows with these
town women. (Then to Jimmy.) Where were you
the whole morming?

(Laughing) As vou can obviously tell, we went
collecting firewood.

This is no laughing matter my son. When did men
start collecting firewood? Couldn’t your so-called
wife do it? What do you think the village will
say?

Let them say whatever pleases them. She still does
not know her way around.

Have you ever heard of a man roing around
showing the village to a woman brought home as
a wite? There is surely enough time for her to
pet acquaninted with the village without making a
show of herselfl paracding all over with a man. The
whole village will say you brought home a woman
who expeets to be conducted on a tour of the
village as if she were the village chief,

——5
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Jimmy:

lfﬂi:

]Imm}':

I yaa:
Jimmy:
Iyaa:

Jimmy:

lyaa;
]l'mmy:
lyua:

Jlrnm_-f;
trﬂar

Thar the

o an EI‘E‘mEﬂ' {jf
[ must say there ”.I Mini never
i - . ; ['[_'I .
) rsfan ] '_I”f.'cunu .
misunde h her ¢« '

it ing. It’s only

< [y P W eraner. Ar S )

asked me | Lche abjected to my going
trary, s .
ke isted that 1 went.

- i ' _ -
wceause 1 Il T know she
| is what you must say. But tor a tering
Lhess t; J innl:jm; for a wav to dodge ente g
WS 1” B | ﬂﬂ,q .

: i : - - b, l l‘.:."i'."_'l_l"s-t
|'II'E"-.’.'L %) ) I
ﬁlllc Wils Il H rklﬂ__i' IHE

But we left Recho cooking,

Indecd, and when she will et married, who s
going to do the cooking in the home:

But Recho is not gerting married ar this
moment,

S0 that is why this woman of vours does not
conk?

erstand she iy 4 VISItor,

b
Visitor Indeed! Where were vou born?

DMen searg hnnk Cilled visirors?

- nk vou qre being a bit rog
arsh on Mg v,

YU Mmust admiy vou have h'm:{h'
for 3 weelg,

Ooing. Wha i« she?

(ot .-*m.lr..l'rr."frj She s Mini,

S thay 4y
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immy: Is that not all: | _
] 1" You act wisely when you bring your friends for
- us 1o SCe. Hur. we should know them maore than

by sight. For instance, we should know who their
w sieht

parents are, what sort of background they come

from and such things.

e or any of her

Jimmy: | have never really met her Fﬂ.rhﬂ Ir |
people. W met ar the university and we fimshec
‘he same vear, and we are working in the same
rown. (Mlenie).

Iyaa: Have her people been ta sce you yets

Jimmy:  Notyet

Iyaa: Have they sent you any message?

Jimmy:  Norany that | have received.

Iyaa: My son, it is clear that she doesn't care about her
people, nor do her people care about her; that is
if she has any people ar all.

Jimmy:  Mother, she has her people alnghr; and [ have seen

all of them in her album, and they all resemble;
but why are you gomg mto all these?

lyaa: Fver since your father died, you have been my
only hope. You must remember | am still in this
homestead because of you. | have allowed myself
to be tormented by poverry, having sold off all that
was left of the ammals to make vou comfortable
at schoal. You musi also remember that you are
now the head of this Gomly and whatever vou do
will either uphold the good name of tl'uis..!'-.m'til'_l.'

— ] —
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lyaa:
Jimmy:

lyaa:

Jimmy:

lrll:

dishonour it. I can understand how lonely you
]r IS ' . ¥ & L] &
: t be in the big city. Someumes you are tempted
must be zcin ey
crav with a friend, but you must learn to treat
to stay \ v are. Some are no more than
fricnds for what they are. S | _
me wi S NOW
flecting dreams to pass fime W ith. Bur there W
a need for vou to settle down. There 15 a need for

you to build a home. Have you been to see the
catechist yet?

I'have been rather busy these last few days; I have
not found the time vet.

Should we say you have not found the will vet?

But why the urgency?

My son, I am not growing voungper.
than not, [ am down with one
These sicknesses KIve me no peace. Ny helds are
unattended. All my Ape-mates haye grar:jdfhilr_! ren.

1 Iu:.:-k Fnrwzird 10 secing my krandchildren ang
playing with them. Before vou return to

Youmust leave sumebioy he

WAy, we shall be assured ¢y
catered for,

More often
sickness or another.

the city,
T 1O assist mye. [n this

Mother, life IS 1o

bepnn with, man
Today |

tas simple as (h
€Y 15 no ]nngfr
fe 1s extremely
W settle gy

CASY 1O come
EXpensive. I snll pe

. My job and 1 gy O Eowany
commaodagig yel,

[1}:
cdd time
;ulcqun e

hlf [ N
r'"l"""t-“l“‘l‘ 1"”"“! 41 | |lt‘ 'Ilf ]"Iltlhll.'ﬂl n I'

_'-‘-'—H.-l——_..
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Jimmy:

Iyaa:
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ving in OW 15
v [ven that hut you arc living 1n right nh :
= ‘ 1 . eryvhoay
d enough Now about other things, every d
S o willing to give you a hand.

= *4 v |L-|- ]
here 1n the villag | i
With a goat here nd a cock there and other things,

' an afford to he
is 2 Very understanding C A
puticm' The whole issuc will be dealt with

internal affair.

man. He

k L]

daughrer? |
Eeh! Dont you know this girl my st ne llﬂ“‘f’ :‘f]?ﬂ.”
1o understand why the |‘I.1..‘.'-l'l'.1.tll1|1:. to begn ":"" %, T
mother gave birth to eleven clnhinzr!. Ot coursc
vou know childbeaning 1s pul'ﬁ‘it‘d ””.””m mnr]_'u_'r
o daughter. Some of the virrues of childbearing
1y the mother must have been passed down to the
daughter. Taking her cducadon, she is the only gl
who has successfully completed her secondary
cducation in the whole of this village and even
beyond. Look at the respect she pmves evervbody,
look at the way she keeps the carechist’s home,
ever so clean. At no moment will vou find her
idle. She spends the whaole day 10 the garden. She
ploughs like a tractor. She is a very hard working
gl You will never find another woman hke her.
She is the girl who understands that a woman is
hraught home 1o feich water, cook and priuhlcc

fat and healthy childeen, not two or three but ten
and beyond. She is such a religious girl who does

— ) —
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Jimmy:

Jimmy:
Mini:

Jimm}*:

Iyaa;

he sll‘:dlltti\'t'.' type of eyes thﬂl t]'u'!.

ossess |

an of YO .
woma . \When we are discus_m‘ng :.he catechisy,
,:-mrr’f'"“f’]}ﬂ us not involve Mint in . Otherwig,
daubt_fl‘:;z hack-biting and even at worse gnssinéng
i “l; qot allow It. Now about this catechist’s
figt;htcn you said that she pJ‘m{ghs Jiki: a tractor?
I do not intend to open a farm in any toresceable
future. And that she is capable of breeding like 5
rabbit. 1 do not intend to father a whole tribe. And
that she is a senior four drop out, considering my
aspirations of a marriage of interaction, dialogue
and communication ... (Enter Recho and Min, the
Jormer balancing the smaller of the pots of water on her
bead and the lutter following dejectedly, only holding the
beadrest in ber hands, 11/ eyes focns on ber.)

What happened?

(Shaky) 1 do not know how to explain this but when
;nl:' ':;'t:rc at the well, [ gave Recho the smaller pot
a ' Wi
! g?nr. with, to carry home. And on our way,
u';_-sm of these boys looking after cattle must have
Bass knots along ¢he h. {and
" & the path. | got trapped an
Pot lost balance.

lam sor
you?

- Did you get hure? Did water pour on

(Shock Eradyg

f' I- . W ®
Possibles ¢y y wking in.) But how can this be

B all things, why did this have to
Y pot thyay has served me for all these
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Jimmy:

lyaa:

Now Mother, you arc frightening her all the more.

This was an accident. We can buy another por;

after all the pot was already old. Sooner than later

it would have began to leak.

(Shack giving way fo pent up feelings: she mares in front,
her eyes at the horizon hut alro hearenwards.)

My son, do grow up.

My son, for how long must you rernain a fool?
Oh! My son thinks thar money can buy
everything,

Oh! My son thinks that money can buy
experience.

Leak did 1 hear my son sav would my por!

Old did 1 hear my son say was my pot!

The pot, is it a saucepan to leak?

The por, has it ever leaked?

Does my son know how T acquired that pot?
Or does my son imagine [ bought the pot?
Eilsun does not know the pot was older than

My son does not know the pot was passed over
to me by my mother,

The pot that my mother reccived from the hands
of her mother.

——1] —
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Who also ceceived it from her grandmothe,
0 alf

The pot [ woul
T'ﬁsnl on.

the death of this pat, I see my own deag,

For in
In the death of this pot, I sce the death of my

son.

. |
1-hf P(“ 15 ND marec.

It can no longer be passed on from generation to

gen eration.

Nor can the saucepan that has replaced the po
be strong enough to defeat the encroachment of

the years.

Only the pot can cutmanoeuvre the years.

The pot that mothered many generatons.
The pot that fed the great men of this village.
The pot that reconciled families.

The pot that cooled the thirst.

The pot that brewed the strongest of beers.
The pat that soothed my heart.

The pat that fed my children.

The pot i" no more,
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e

This paot that its children respected.

This pent that its children dared not o lhireak.

\Whas 1s it that has laid waste the work of so many

prenerati ms?
Surcly not the goxds that have kept the pot alive.

I do not want to believe the g wls have a hand in

this,
This 1s no small matter.

T|1'I5 15 N nrdln'.lr}' mulier.

Curteing firll
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Act Two

Scene one

' MmN r abont
A single roomt apartment neatly arranged with a femininie drt
Noff working cliss

it. The furniture is modest. It reflects a nol-tap-1'e _
occupant, Enter Jimmy and Mini carrying between thenr a shoppins

bag,

Jimmy:  (Very tired) Will I ever escort vou to the market
again? F

Mini: (Exagperation) What apain3

Jimmy:  Welefr this place ar 2.0 p-m. and It
seven o'clock. | cant cven h;m Tr.lw Its almost
tmes you made us yy), the hole.

one small nem we could hay, I
ave g

in the town, ught MNvwhere
Mini: I'was just N v
lemt:lt'. T:T'i::ngénu e S cConom,;
The 1.:.‘:“ first i kno how lmlca] With
sl st Pnr:t' YOu are 1) i h N b“rﬂ.'lin
Pay. Anvway, if yoy don't 5 - e Cey
Jimmy. Phicchte... o

f oniclatory) | FUEss vou gre

ket settled in )ife w
le withour AWwWoman, Thye is Tever

(%3 CamScanner
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e

why 1 am still very disorganised. (Then changes fone. )
Do you still have some Jdrinking water?
Mini: Some of the fruit juice 1 made in the moroing 1>

still available.

Jimmy: Good garl. That is why 1 like 1t with you around.

(Fixclatms) Ehee! What has surprised me is the
price of even the cheapest cssentials. Meat1s now
almost double the price it was a few months ago.
At this rate T will rurn into a vegeranan.

Mini: (With bitterriess) Now, with this nising €cost of hving
asSUMing vou were marricd, how many children
would you have loved to father® (Crres bim the puice)

Jimmy: Rephrase that question.

Mini: Assuming you were married ...

Jimmy:  Assuming we Were marricd... (shence). Contnuc.
Mini: How many children would you...

Jimmy:  How many children would we...
Mini: ... plan to have?

Jimmy:  (Takes a long sip before answermg.) 1 am attempting to

imagine how my grandfather would have reacted
to such a question. e would have Langhed oft s
ht:*:ul hefore going for his whipn case one of s
wives dared i confront lim with such an issue.
Anyway, | think having, children is one problem
5:';'-;'1 the cconomic situation s another J'Itn}_',l:'l'[ll:'l:

- at the dress we bought (folds it

CamScanner
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ase. (Mint reluctantly obeys;

,,fmm brrbﬂgh ) Hold 1t ple: an cven tempt a

In this dress vou €

L ] " 8 ] Ir}
be sure thatin it ] Il never let vou
n be

bishop. You €2
out all by nnlrﬁdf

et v \
t vou als
Mini (Refuses to be flattered.) Yet )
inis ! : |
Tt wore jealous
: n :
knew, men arc
immy:  Ob, if only vou e
I ; than women. Men LLLP their !LL|1:1L- LN

.5 a spark of
control, unlike women on whose taces a 5]
jealousy can be read from a long distance.

Vs ACCUSC LS,

Mini: Then you do not vet know women.

Jimmy: 0 it were possible, 4 man would label his wife
“private property; absolutely out of bounds:
strictly forbidden™ . and many others, and make
her move with the labels whe rever she went.,

Mini: ﬁ'n'armm'mfﬁ'} And howe would g .
husban]»

Jmm-r OF course it wioy)
Hul lefy

oman label her

d be the s

10 himse|f ' she had Powers,
“A cusio; "oy ld Simply [abel

v hag g rf.r;mpf ‘d the
0 Fesy,

Haol and beginy 4, iy
her throughous 11, Hene, )

J immy:

Minil (V/, look: ¢ ) Mini!
Mini:

I am not deaf

lﬁ_——-
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Jimemy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:
Jimmy:

Mini:

]Irnrn]n:

What is actually the problem with you today?
(Silerce) What 1s wrong? (Sience) 15 it the
experience we had in the village? {511-:11:1:}-1 have
said this to you over and aver, | do not give a
damn about the opinion of those people in the
villagre. 1 am not interested 1n that village girl. Do
| make n11_rsl:lfc]c;|r? (Silence) Is it the pill? That's
it, 1sn't 117
What about the pill?

Do you stll want to get on the pill? (Nilence) Have

vou furgutten that our f1est and real Llll:lTl'Cl which
threatened to end my relauonship with you was

about the same?
Now who 1s talking about a quarrel?

(In a calcwlated, firm, yet gentle vorce.) To those who

discover that you are on the pill, you create a bad
image of yoursell particularly when you are a
young pirl. Today pirls simply pet on the pill as
a fashion, a half-baked imitation of a foreign
civilisation. It s 3 shame, it snnks. (Vhdy) Have vou
proved bevond doubt that vou really need these
things? Ler's forget alwon the pill tor the moment,
shall we? (Vrdenee) That 1s what has been on your
mind the whale of tewday, 1sn't 2 |
Ll be puing back tomorrow,

What?
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L] . “T;
Mini: [ will be going back tomorro
\Vhat is itching YOU here? Tomorrow IS Sunday,

lessons to prepare.

them from here.

Jimmy:
Mini: | have got

Jimmy: You can preparc

Mini: | prnmised to give my class a test on Monday.

| e L5
Jimmy: At first it was a lesson and now 1t's a [est. hich

is which?
Mini: Either way, | will leave tomorrow:
Jimmy:  Youare not leaving here until Monday.

Mini: To be frank, | am not gerting on quite well with my
aunt. She resents my coming here for weekends
and 1 have a feching she expects me o move out
now that 1 have found employment. She takes the
dlightest opportunity to emphasise to me the need
for povacy. '

Jimmy: s she all alone? Doesn’t she go out at times?

Mini: At thirty cight?

Jimmy: 1 wonder why she let herself reach thirty eight

Mini: Some peaple think they are very good untilie’s oo
late. That 1s when they realise they are not thar
gnmi after all.

Jimmy: (Sittony upryght slowh and carefully choosing his wordy) For
the last few weeks, | have sincerely been thinking
a lot, | believe you and me are now mature enough
to make important decisions for oursclves,
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e

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:
Jimmy:

\With life being what it is tocday, would it be

asking for oo much if 1 requested you 1o

move in here pr:rmnnr:mlj.'? (Silenie)

let's lirst go home.

(Pussinrately) 105 100 expensive my dear; not rilght
now. 1 have to be very frank with vou | have just
started working, going home would mean g nng
through all the pn:limin:mc:a. wluch u.-1ll. mvolve
At least one bull, That alone costs 4 lot of money.
Going home may even wolve the full bade price.
No Mini, you are the irst and p::rh::pﬁ the only
person | expeet 10 understand and sympathise with
me.

But it is against our raditions. And these things
have terrible repercussions, which | ven much
dread.

You sull believe in those tradittons® Flow many
weekends have yvou spent here? And whar has
happened? Absolurely nothing Thase tradimons
have lost thetr meaning and power in our age. And
what | am asking us to do is nothing new: Ir's the
order of the day. Almost everybody who has done
it has ot away with it 1 am sure we'll get away
with it too,

All the same it disturbs my conscience.

Come an, be of your age. We cannot afford to be
bulldozed by tradition, With ume our people will
understand we need something new. You can't put
new wine into old wine skins, mind you, (Amiles)

S Y s—
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Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:

(Desperately) Jimmy, we profess to be Christians, We
can't start living together just hike that. It wrong
before God. -

Mini, what the church brought 1o us is coloured
white. The church, and not God imported the
white man’s culture to us wholesale. In the whire
man'’s culrure, 2 woman goes to her new home
through the church, Bur for us, she goes to the
church through her new home. We are not the

white. We are not offending God. Perhaps we are
offending fellow men; the only difference being
that their skin is white.

(Rengned) Give me ume to think and make up my
mind. '

There 1s no ume Mini Let today be the day and
this hour, the hour of your decision, .

Please do not press me that far. I do nor wanr o
take a decision 'l ive to regret, Please be realisne
Give me tme to make up my mund.

(Mint stares vacantly abead as curtains fall)
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I a laxcarrions tfing room

Mini preparing to go fo fout,

Mini:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

The Heart Soothers

Scene Two

of @ mpical upcorins Company Lixecutive;
15 interrupted by o knock.

Come in. (later Dlorence, 4 Lady of the modern fimes
gha carnies berself with a lof of confidence. )

(Welcomes Tlorence with eager enthusiarm) Tlora, what
a surprise. 1 am extremely dehghted to see you.
[ow are vou® (Shaws ber to a seat.)

Just about fine. And how are you?
| must say about the same.

M tth t knmoning ok all arosnd.) For how long have
you been here?

A pood number of months,

You mean you have decided to sertle down with
him?

Wath a guilty smile.) Such things do happen my
dear Flora.

But frankly Mini, you are no longer the jolly and
carc-free pirl of our school days.

What do you cxpect with all these fears and
WOTTies?
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[ sincerely feel sorry for you ever singe You gy,

Florence: & 10U Are fﬂCiﬂ A | hu - MO
me of liwprnhrcm. v i .!}: P‘JImmF
docs not take his mother seniously,

il (Bitterdy) 1 had never met that woman before. In
ini;

the week we spent at_immy's village, the Womg,
showed such a hostle atttude towards me.,

As 1 told you before, it's always best to ignore such

Florence:
people,

Mini: And apart from that, if it were ”Iﬂ}'.f”"”‘.‘i"ﬁ silence
o late comings, I might just have accommodage
them.

Florence: Now, whar else has cropped up?

Mini: Jimmy s a oyl stranger to me these days, with
a short temper and ntolerance at che shghrest
excuse. 1 is as if ne feeling of love has ever existed
between s,

Florence: Anvway as

- & W ‘1 ' 3 i
; u_nLHj:: lIlh.'z'l.i:‘ always ra]( vou, love, g called
' YOO Our men T . 15, |
| _ meéen. rh: nn]} ]rﬂ.'r [h::rt: IS, 18
the one Trom heths and potong |

h " |.. ; ) h

lini: (Alarmed) | haye fever use
our love wys o, Sponi

Florence: : :
v Talk of SPontancoys love 1o

should sep that foq) Geoff me g5 Greel You
ey cravip
B for me

d such things, morcover
NCous 1y g

e

Mini: . | '
ini (I:yes Popping, ) I.'.r:wing for yays
Florence. . |

ith o (arefres .rr."r.r?m."rj Sture, 'ﬁ'hr

Ve ooy 10 haye hi

-

W o to my
ht"‘ "I}' 'l‘-t‘!L

(%3 CamScanner
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The MHieart Soothen

ﬂ

S

Mini:
Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:
Florence:
Mini:

Florence:
Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

(Shocked) You mean you went to a wirch-doctor?
& i a

Thev are not witches. They are natve doctors, It
I8 Hl:ll'.’ the ignorant who rerm them so.
With all vour educaton and Christian as you are,

vou stonped that low?

It is Aot stooping low It is conquenng the forces

of nature. 1 pur Geoltrey precisely where | wanted
him 1o be. Unfortunately for him, he is now a

closed chaprer.
(Pugsied) What do yvou mean?
My boyinend 15 renting for me a flatin town.

(Nhocked) Are such things possible? How can you
do such a thing to vour husband even if he has

hurt you?
Why not® Why should I iempt mwy fortunes?

(Absorbiing the shock.) Then why did vou po o the
witch-doctor or nanve doctor, wharever vou call
him?

Just to make sure Geoffrey does not po back to
his parl fnends.

I dis not believe in inflicting Pain on someonc as
an end 1n itself even if he hurts me so much.

Sa what do vou want to do about Jimmwy, sit here
and die of sorrows? - .

I'am hoping somehow that things will work out
for the better. But he is so changed.
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The Heart Soothers

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:
Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

(With interest) So changed? What do

You Prm‘d'
mean?

!

Jimmy goes on safaris and appointmen;g S0 Offen
And the money for the house is also reduceq.

Is thar all?

As | said, one by one, I might have found thep,
bearable but o combine late coming, silenee
a short temper and total indifference kills me,
Florence,

Do you have any suspicions?

I'do know somewhere something is crystallising,
but I can't put my hnger on it

If you believed in our native doctors, | could have

taken vou to my doctor and Youwould have found
out already,

Maybe in the long run | might, but |

am scared of
these people,

to my boyfriend?

(With interest) \Wharz

First of all, he has dropped all the pirls he had. He
even beat up ane in my presence,

(Interrupting) You are the limit,
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Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Florence:

Florence:

The Heart Soothiers
— —Em

he buys whatever 1 demand. He
lis money in a suicasc of which 1
| whenever I ask hum for moncy,
amount from the suitcase.

Not nnly rhat,
keeps mest of
have the kevs ant
he tells me to get any
People are made di fferently, For me 1 must be the
unfortunate pe. Some of us are made to suffer

2t the hands of men, by the looks of it.

Nonsense. The only problem is you cxpect 1o pet
good things for nothing. Gl helps those who
help themselves. You know how
have to spend on these doctors?

much money |

Anvway, 1 do not have the courage or the

maoncy.

My dear Mini, [ just dropped in to see your new
place. | have a few things to doin town so | beg
tor leave, (Stawds to leave. )

| too was on my way to town to take Jimmy's
jacket for dry cleaning. 1f you can just give me a
few minutes, we can go together.

That will bc. all the more fun. (Mini routinely checks
the pockets of the jacket. She comes across a letter, which

she silently reads. Shack and disbelief reoi
a1 she does o), and disbelief register on ber face

What is it Mini?

No, this can't be true.
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(Joans her) What is it?

Florence:
ust be running madl.

[ think I m
the letter from i'llf,.*:m' mfr;! sthently, she qujey g
this. (She reads aloud)

Mini:

Florence: (The pets _
reads through). 1asten 10

Jimnry dearest,
[ find it hard 1f not J}a}hnmﬁfr to rub the sweet
fortud safar we had. Forer since

piemaries of the W
we came hack, 1 bate neier stopped day dreaming.
trarvelled so

[ had wever before Dael o .,|"".|I'I.I.|'l'.‘r' e wer
f HE O NYTE

J';J'." norti, Hr.-f.i"rd IJJ;‘{I;::' wttil .1}..’-":1!{;:1'!"[
preare, ST clnse o

gonders, weren't they? IVt s
yau all alorg the saafart made all the difference.

_Ij.qm;]-. i) fope, 1 atem phist v 3y .-;.L-rm.f'_ yean. o I"""'"F""'i"{-'-f"ﬁ
f i Kl fﬂ” v "'.I'fl-“q .r ﬁ'fﬂ':r .ﬂ'ﬂ'." "r"" '{r' !’I‘,- .I'J'.".F;,J'f
with all r..r‘u- lave and understanding you showed e,
[ can’t forget the way you Kept me banghiy all
alomg the safari. No man bas ever made me frel so

gueendy,

The touch of yosr hands.
The turnkde in yonr eyes,
Am 1 ever to forget?

Once again, a weillion thanks for the safarr.

Foreter hungry for you, I remin |,

26
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The Hearf Soathers

aMini:

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:
Florence:
Mini:
Florence:
Mini:
Florence:
Mini;

Florence:

Florence:

This can’t be [ruc.

up. A letter is 1
[ o you necd?

Aini do grow ght here before you.

What more pre W

Oh God what chould 1 do now?

Take my advice. Get yourself a Jdomestic pain

killer.

(A frsent minded) What is that?

Get yourself a panadol.

A P‘Jﬂﬂtlﬂl? W hat for?

My dear, at this stage you need a panadol.
You mean these tablets for killing, pain?
(With glee) 1 can’t believe you are o green.
Green about what?

Panadols! (Silerce) Listen! When your hushand or
any man bepins 1o gve you heartaches, especially
by cheating on you, you simply get another man
to soothe your heart. "This new man you will call

vour heart soother, vo in-ki 1
\ s ,your pain-killer or simply ¥
pnmdnl. P

f?_d':‘h' i ber own thonghts.) 1 do not know what | am
poing 1o do when Jimmy comes home

Just show him the letter and let him know you also

knerw: Bu '
thirst dig up more information about this

parl.
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The Hoart Soother’

-] i )
Mini: How i be another letter ﬂr.llmm} Mma
mus

y ]'13.1,.-
3
s There j an address somewhere. Cheek Moung
1(1":“1 : - ol an : .
F scrihble ight. Come and piy, me ,
-auld be g
PRES You ¢
Mini:

ids for bedroom. Ffﬂr”;.mt :
hmd'}{;;l., wuit. Enter Simmry. Min;
.‘P ..rﬂ‘_ [
. You actually fﬂund
limmy, welcome home, i _
: Oh i Y
Florence: ;

on the verge of leaving, [ h
me _
I cannor afford to be late for,

fﬂ'” dj‘
‘:E”ﬂf'u

ave a com Mitmep,

Jimerey netices letter, donn pleys it
Jimmy: I'hope you had a nice tme,
immy: _
Florence: Indeed | had. Good day,

Jimmy:  Good day 1o YOu roo,

Vini emerges from the bedroone nith) ),
angrily picks up the chiasy betchs,

7 belongings, §h,

Jimmy: Mini, what is the problem':

What is j¢3 (Ndlence) Is it
this letter'? Thhay IS It 1sn't jes Nowe listen to me! Jusy
‘“Croexplain, Plegsel (.'lf.".r.u-'ﬁ.w'ufr.ffm
and plares o him,

..\.‘fn-.r;..'f"f’r Perinaspe,
he Onlinyes) | deliberage
€ o show ¢, You, | by
that the rel;

Lve me g miny
ber sifepce

J':'LIJ J’f.l’ ! ar

tl

al
Iy broughe this
ught it o vou
tWween you angd
. Now abour the

letter hom
) en Sure

ol our SCCre

taries
1 of trave])i
on g Ewr-ﬁmh’n;; mission, | ke

18
Pt her
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The Heart Soathery

company throughout the Journcy purely our of

courtesy. Bur she mustook it for advances, And

muorcover she has ;Ilw;lys looked ar me lustfully, |

have never ceased 1o remind her thar 1 have g wif:.
No wonder she even quoted this in her leter, |
brought home this letter so thar yOu may write to
her on the back of it and ask her to stop disturbing
your dear hushand, | give you the liberty to use as
many nouns and adjectives in your reply as you
can. Then, first thing tomorrow morning, 1 will
deliver ir ta her. Maybe she will understand that
yYou and me are a very serious couple,

Mini: Oh Jimmy, T was so worried. (S5 donn.) What
should | write?

Jimmy:  Here write (gires her @ pen) “We have had enough
of you, husband poacher.” Tell her she is an
off- layer; very cachesic ... that she is below the
Michael West standard... a BAMW and many
other things you can think of,

Mini: Should we say she is a bush rat, full of garbage, a
buffoon, a baboon,

Jimmy: (Interposing)  Yes --¥es... go ahead ...and sign
here ... sign as Mrs. .--yes here. First thing in the
morning it will be on her desk.

Mini: (Delighted) 1 would love to see her face as she reads
it (Hands the fetter 1o Jimny.)

Jimmy: Do not w irry about that,
Mini sets abont re-arranging the room,

Jimmy: (Remembers) The silly letter almost made me forget
— 2 —

CamScanner
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The Heart Soothers

Jimmy:

Patrick:

Jimmy:

Jimmy:

Patrick:

Jimmy:

Mini:

Parrick:

—

to inform vou that a business friend is coming 1,
visit us this cvening. 1 hope vou will serve us wyyp,
the wine I brought vesterday and perhaps dinner
later.

Mini returns her property and disappears into the kitchen,
Jimmy impatiently plances at his watch now and then, paces
up and down, rather restless: then a Lnock,

That must be him. (Coees fo the door.) You are most

welcome, Patrick, leel at home (SYhowing him a
chair).

Thanks. You disappeared without a frace from

Kiira Club yesterday, What time did you leave the

party?

(Involuntarily looks at the Litchen door and them loweniig
. . 7 . ' "

bis roice.) | left quite carly at about eleven o'clock,

1 think.
(Then raising bis roice) Mini ... Madam.
Mini enters with two plasses of wine on a 11ay.

You have not met hefore, have you?

- ' ake
Not as far as | can remember... But let me . al

i .rn
a guess. She must be your Minister of Inter
Affairs (they faneh).

She s Mini . .and Mint .. meel Parrick.
associate,

A husiness

f - - [TL] . { ...H'fl- .
You are most welcome (ibe refre cure of

a T ' [llL -
(Todes a aap) This is really pong o | P parsing

i

. kS are
my hangover. T wonder why yout
a hanpover yoursell, Jimmy.
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T

Jimmy:

Patrick:

Jimmy:

Patrick:

Jimmy:

Patrick:

Jimmy:
Patrick:

jiﬂim}':

Pi 1 li ck:

]h’llll‘r,:

The Heart Soothers

(Tries n’ﬂprrﬁfrf)' to silence Patrick as be looks helplessty
at Mini's retreating fignre.) If that one gets wind of
what you are saving, she will raise hell here.

Do vou allow her to bulldoze you around? I have

alrcady put mine in her rightful place. Tam entitled

o my freedom of movement and 1 allow no one
to queston it.

(Hurriedly changing the subject.) I hope you have
succeeded in locating a good market tor the items
I called you about vesterday:

I have got somebady willing to take them at rwelve
hundred and thirty. He needs them now!

(Amazed) How did you succeed in petting such a
good market within so short a time?

These people who are now running businesses all
over town are willing to buy anything.
That gives a total of...

One point three.

That 1s excellent. Do we get a cheque or hard
cash?

OF course hard cash. So let us get going, And
besides, | have an intriguing invitation at The Joint
at eight tomight, 1 am looking forwand 1o your

coimpany,

.qlli | " - 7 i
' afrer yesterday, 1 am sull not fechng well
Chnighy
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The Heart Soothers

Patrick:

Jimmy:
Patrick:

Jimmy:

Minit:

Patrick:
Jimmy:
Patrick:

Mini:

Minm:

What are you going to do at
- - ‘.- -1
evening, supervise the kitcl

—

home the Whol,
en? (Laughs rayy,,

loudly).
& - = r

(Hurt but making light of the 155

Then let's get going:

In that casc let me i
Internal Affairs.” (Fixits)

(Enters with Jimmy) 1 was looking forward to you
i dinner. And MOrCoveEr cvening tea

aform “The Minister of

joining us for
is nearly ready.

[ would have loved to, but we have a line to chase,

Is that not so, Jimmy?

I am afraid the principles of survival leave us with

no choice.
Madam accept my sincere gratitude for
everything,

You are welcome.
Esat Jimmy and Patrick.

God what have I done to deserve this? 1s this the

man I married? And then that Patrick friend of his,
what was he talking about? Wait a minute ... Jimmy
told me he spent last night in Kayala attending a
meeting, A meeting with parties and hangovers...
Jimmy will have 1o cxplain. 1 wonder why some
men like Jimmy are so blind to be led by liw Likes
of Patrick. God may forgive Patrick but | will never
forget what he is doing to break our relationship.

_— 32 —
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Mini:
Jimmy:
Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:
Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimny:

Mini-
!"‘““)’T
Mini:

The Heart Soothery

The next morning. The setting is the same as Pprevious,
Jemnmy emerges fully dressed for duy, holding a bri efease

(Hotly pursuing bim.) Aren'’t you having breakfase?
[t's already too late.
What do vou mean™ It's only seven o’clock.

I have some urgent work to do before 1 attend a

board meetng scheduled o stare ar 10,00 am in
Kayala.

Can you please do me a favour and sit down fora
minute? There is something | want to discuss with
VOLL

(Standing) What is it that you want to talk about
that I can’t hsten to while sranding?

Is it my cooking that vou resent these days™?
What makes you think so?

Yesterday, you asked me to prepare tea for you and
your friend. No sooner had 1 finished prepanng
the tea than you left. ‘These days vou look for the
least excuse to run away from here. | want to know
what 1s happening,

What can’t you understand? | am very busy these
days.

liven up to midnight and beyond?
I have 1o chase lines.

The ather day yiou told me you 5[‘“‘.‘[“ the I'II.HI"

—_— 33—
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1he Heart Soothers

——

iﬂ Kﬂ}'alﬂ_ \:I:f'hnt was it [hﬂ[ thﬂf P;“I'iCk ﬁ‘icnd of
yours was talking about j.'esrf:rdﬂ}'.

N A : . Why didn’t you raise
Jimmy:  You arc wasting my ume Why ) the

issue last night?
back at 3.00 am. Did yoy

tnis 1 nieht? You camec .
Mini Last mig to be wide-awake at tha

sincerely expect me
time?
to office. We shall discuss what

- = ay, | am going
Jimmy:  Anyway, going ning. (Starts to leare)

ever you desire in the cve

Mini: (Blacking the way) Who do you think you are fooling?
Before you go, tell me where you Were the other
night.

Jimmy: 1 was in Kayala. Patrick also happened to be in
Kayala.

Mini: So Kiira Club in Kayala?

Jimmy:  (Sweetly) Kiira Club is not in Kayala but Kiira
Night Club is and it is on Kiira Road. Surely you
remember Kiira Road in Kamova. It’s the road on
which David and Josephine live. We have been to
their place on more than one occasion. Don’t you

remember’?
Mini: (Finding it hard to believe) Which party did you
attend? - '
ir - L "
Jimmy: ({";m more sweetly,) I didn't attend any party. Patrick
did. I only checked on him '
Mini: |

ﬂ'i':-r f,'g' : ;
Iy ack of mf}’fff”{l.' better to fay,) Now you have
Bnored the so.calle 4 )

. L]
youy d r“”“l}' account, haven'!

M 7, |, Y —
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The Heart Soathen

Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

Jimmy:
Mini:

Jimmy:

My salary sull pocs there, doesn’t 1t?

Apart from the salary, what else? Yet you have
opened a new bank account,

1 have many business interests these days, |
need a current bank account. Don't you see a
savings bank account s lindrance to business?
Morcover, the maximum amount of money that
can be withdrawn s mired.

Then why don’t vou deposit some of the profits
vou make on the family bank account?

1 have to reinvest the capital and cven the pmﬁts.
It’s vet too L'n.rlju.'.

(~lggressiveh) And why don’t you want me to know
vour new account number and how much money
you have on it?

I am already late for office.
(hotly) Give me an answer.

(Picking up bis briefease) Am | on trial? 1 see | have
never given you a beaung and vou have decided to
grow horns, It's 1 very good way throueh which
yOu are Inviting one. (Ntarts to learre, hesitates and then
Jaces Monz), Ny money s my own atTair. It vou have
as much as a single conn on those accounts, yvou
can then rightully demand for an aecountabilny
from me, You are no v o dicrare toome what
L arm ta do and what T am not odo with my own
money. Gier that very clear e vonr head - (laefs

arveyantly. Mo wha hay been watehny Jemmy o tele-cved
Dreak o downr cnel vl )
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The Heart Soothers

Mini:

Florence:
Mini:
Florence:
Mini:

F]uu*m'r::

Minu

Florence:

Mini:

Florence:

Mini:

The following duy
The setting is ar before, and N ¢s deep in thouehi,
dr.rp; ration and futiiily on her face. The silence 15 broken

0y a knock

(Startled, teding up) Come in. ([zrfer Florence).

Thank you. But believe it Or nOt vou lnok absolutely

worn-out. Have you been sick?

Not really.

It’s Jimmy again, isn't jt?

[eave me alone as far as Jimmy is concerned.
\What mischicf is he up to now?

[ can't explain it mysclt. Jimmy has simply
Jbandoned home, the very few times he comes
home, the carliest time of his arrval 1s 3.00 am,

( Last in thonght.) | should have helieved you.

| told you. You even saw the letter for yourself.
Whar did Jimmy say about the letter?

Jimmy swore upon his father’s grave that he had
nothing whatsoever to do with thar woman. He
told me it was one of their secretanes with whom
he had the musfortune of travelling up-country 0ft
official duty.

Then what happened up-country?

That he kept her company throughout the safart

—_— ) ——
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purely out of polite

ncoss nnd i
duty. But the 2 sense of offieyy)

el my <
girl mustook it for advances, |
L] = E

claims the girl fell madly in love with hi
um.

Florence: ' ;
: Did he also cla
; aim he remain
ained toathless?
. S57

h1lnll- |
ol = 1“1}::.

that he wver  repli
o e has never rup'llul any of her leters and
ﬁ . [t W
at he rought home that letter to make me aware
of the whole stituanon. |

He even made me seribble on the back of that letter

so that he could return i to her.
Florence: (~Imazed) And vou gave it to him to return?

Minu: He forced me into believing thar he would never
be unfaithiul to me. T should have known beter.

Florence: But how could you have been fooled ro that extent?
You should have made him write a letter of regrets,
which you should have taken vourself. But tell me,
why 1s Jimmy \bandoning you for other women?
Is there something missing in you that he tinds 0

other women?

has hinted it though

Mini: Children, of course. Jimmy
for breeding

in 2 drunken manner, that 1 am here

purposes. Yet | am as harren as @ brck.

. . ; g3 must be
Florence: You are here for breeding, PUTPEOSES: He

‘ - alter 4
i“ki“l-‘i- How docs o person hape 10 look al
uldren, some of them basta

plr.-u:nr:r ol children
r. | have it

- . l.'d'q?
multitude ol cl

Mini: Jimmy malntains that the I
gIves the incenuve 10 work harde
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The Heart Soothers

|

S ———

given him a child for all these vears. There

_ Mug
be something wrong with me.

Florence: Our African men are nothing but grown up babres
in the way they think. And about vour not being
able to geta baby, it mav not be vour fault, It may
be Jimmy who is actually the problem.

Mini: No, there iy nothing wrong with him. The very

few nights he does not turn his back on me, he
performs very well as a husband.

Florence: Thatis where vou go wrong, The fact that a man
can plough a field does not auromarcally mean
that his sceds will germinate. A man who can aim
a gun does not always shoot accurarely. Have vou
ever been for a medical check up?

Mini: That was the first thing we did. We were
pronounced (i,

Florence: Have you ever been on contraceptives?
Mini; What has thar got ro do with 2

Florence: When one has heen on contraceptives and Staps

using them, complications

may arise, making
concepuan difficulr,

Mini: Yoummagine [imoy can as much as allow me touch
acomtraceptive pill when he s so desperate for a
child#

Florence: Then why worry? You have just been toyrether tor
P s,

Mini: Bat T am convineed ats Jimmy's Balare o see my

IH
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The Heart Soothers

P

people. Whenever I suggest to Jimmy we go home
to settle the bride price and other traditional
matters, he always claims he is too poor despite
the millions of shillings he is making these days.

Florence: You,a university graduate, talk of bride price? You
amazc me.

Mini: I really believe we have not yvet reached the age
where we can afford to ignore the barest essentials
of our traditions; more so, where vital and dehicate
issues such as marriages are concerned. Much as
we are living in a so-called modern sociery, I think
Jimmy has made a mistake by not g ing to see my
parents. A parent’s blessing s blessed by God. And
so long as God exists, the blessing of our parents
hold and continue to play an important role in our
lives.

Florence: That may cxplain what Jimmy was doing in
Karika.

Mini: Jimmy in Karika. When?

Florence: Today, | saw immy in Karika this morning when
| went there to buy a few items. He mﬂ?’_h““'
been there buving somc af the traditional 1rems
required for brde price. .

Mini: But Jimmy told me this morning chat he was going

ala, Let me find out

e tinnge 10 I~ av i
for a board meetng ’ ae to chase

. I 4 At (VD
from his office (diali). e must have &
one of his numerous wiOmen.

' and
y ol ]un!m"*- <rand

Florence: You sincerely think a mil

s} —
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The Heart Soothers

Mini:

Florence:

Florence:

Mini:

Flotence:

—_——— ==

——

and starus will have '
- : ﬂﬂ‘l.'ll'lln],_: o de un
. With wom
en

from slums such as Karika?

rl'rnm what [ know of men, they will i) W anth
1n a skire with twn | ) ' N,
v lees .., Good atrernonn | e

Falk to immy Fzonias | :

‘ _ Since rths mornng |,
Isn't he our on official dury L his wite . Oy
thanks. He hasn't been to aftice todav, This h:r-‘:
marked the end of my pauence. Today i'lnunl' wll
have to do a lor of explaning, N -

I have nothing maore 1o offer vou. | offered you
my native doctor, yvou  refused. | offered you a
panadaol, vou refused, What more am [ to dio for
vour

Flowrenee, on the onher hand 1 think that it s
taking things roo far. My mother often 1old me
that to us we Mmen, marriiere ts merel J marter of
tolerance. The higher vour degree of toleranee,
the muore successtul your matriage will be; ar least
externally.

What s that vou really call murmige? |las Jammy ever
cone :ll'l}"l'l'lﬂﬂ.: eraclinonal 1o ackiu |-'I..l'||.1j:|_:l_‘ VN as his
wite? Have you ever gone o any church or offically
regstered even an mitanon of marnage?

But everybody around us recogrmises us as husband
and wiake. Thar showld be the most unpaoeran thing

rljl' ||If :lll'.'HI[]IIII'IH.

But why are you desperately rrymg 1o defem!

(%3 CamScanner
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il Hari £ 511:rlhrh

Jimmy? The most important thing for the

.l-nq:g"lnnjn::_‘: must be tof the partes themselves to

recopruse and acknowledge each l.ﬂh{.'f a5 husband

and wifie. lut fimmy s behaving in a manner that
does not rellect that he acknowledges you as hus
wife but rather as nothing but a part ume friend.
Why should you remain Cathiul 1o lim?

Mini: Florence. | have listened to you. But 1 am sorry I

find your solunons incompatible with mv beliets.

Florence: Don'tever sy | did not ey 1o help vouw, Good day,
and | wish vou every luck fextfi).

Mini: {Desperated) Life, why have you so cheated me?
What have 1 done to deserve this? Witcheraft?
Not that one, What secunty €an witcheraft offer
in marpape? 1 scemani people whn start big
businesses first consult witch doctors. 1 see many
people who fall sick, rush o witch doctors. (Can
witcheraft offer any secunty n hic? Now these
things called panadols! Such things have never
existed 10 aur culture, 1f | were ever [ weed o
chowse herween these two evils, which of themis

the lesser evil; witcheralt ar |-..|n;ulnla?

ff'f knock, Mins poes to the door . collrcte a letter) ...
Wher s this who could have addressed a letter,
Mr & Mrs Lizania? (Chpeny at) An mvitaton? ..an
"'-'I"I»'.“l-',f"lrnl party at Kira Club? Buot this was two
t]‘h.:t: i'lln:;r- I (Then the tenth downe on ber). My God!,
(! Jrrmrrf;j *.111””.. spposed to be the Navala ]1"‘1"!"?

us s the end. | cannot toletate more

— ] e—
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Mﬂﬂlhru

Mini:

Jimmy:
Mini:

Jimmy:
Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:
Jimmy:
Mini:
Jimmy:
Mini:

Jimmy:

th:l | . \\\
p r]:thls H:stnrg.- has Proved gy,
1c : SUrpris, -
estw capon. et me Prerend | kne "Prise I
ny

‘:‘h h.L'n J]mm} C"l‘l"li:ﬁ. I]:“:Ii' - nrﬂh[l’l P

" \rhl'.[hu[ al miele:
s 4l Iy
tnn]ﬂrl’ﬂ“‘, hf 15 1In Fﬂr d SU !]ri'il‘: {EHIHh[nr

Later in the duy, Ty walks iy,

((::'Lrﬂﬂf?]' J'?f;’,;p{lr: HP her ETFU How Wis

oflice today?

It was fine. \Why?

Is it a crime to know how vour affice was? And
how was Kavala=

r'f a6k hard at her) Just as usual,

I'as your company decided to open a branch in
Karika?

(1'ery suspicionsly) Now what has that got o do with
you?

Norhing but maybe everything

What do you mean?

Where were you this morning?

And what has that got 1o do with you?

[ want to know what you were doing Karika
this morning,

(Huostile) And what were
yourself?

' T . what you ©
(In fears) Jimmy, 1 this what you

vou doing there

all bhulding 2


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

..---"""""-__-_

Jimmy:

Mini:

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:

fimi'rry:

The Heart Soathier

think such life wall lead vou

5 \Where do you
¥ hut vou cannot

I_:I.!'r'llh'. e
an f ' e
You can fd | one person at a i
| nmes.

fi ] r\'rr!,'hnr.tfr at al
guwapare) 1 do not see whv ¥
into your uncnding qquarrels.
for me. Will I ever have

o want o

i n 5
(Frgning ou make

drag mc
this place so mserable

peace in this home ?

Unmared) The day before vesterday, vou claimed
you were in Kayala, allegedly in Kira Night Club,
[ used not to think vou could reduce vourselt 1o

such a cheap har.

Cheap hiar? Did T hear vou call me a cheap bar? |
old you I wasin Kavala and o thar dows non sansty
YO, O bad. You can g 1I.HI;.', (Caets up to go,)

And where do vou think vou are poing's

When did vou become the man and me the woman
in this house 1o question my movements?

Wherever you are poing, we shall go together.

Jimrmy looks menacingly at her and then comes to sit
donwn,

Then po where you want 1o o,

(Mina y1t5), | say g0, gol

1
Jfﬂl] Hifl"ﬂfr fﬂfl'rl'?ﬂ'l'. jl'ﬂ..l'.l'?:l':u" looks at his wateh new
Obvionsly he is petting very impattent and

I Lated W hen hie fir
tiify il
d& ""ll'mﬂﬂ*. f I']-' Feil

Jimmr:

(Wath unger) Get back nght now or you will not

ke it when 1 get through with you.

e R

Des Bt o barlone posnt, be gets upy o il moaes
Jor the dune Myny fodlows Duem,
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Mini: (Defiantly) No.

Jimmry shoves bher violently back and a fight erupts between
the two.

Mini: Kill me todav! Make a gift of my dead body to my
parents today! On account of vour women, kill me
off today! (In between sobs) But to the grave you will
also follow me.

The fioht continues to the bedroom. Its only evidence ir
Mini's watling. Then a nock, followed by a londer knock,
Jrwemy enserges from the bedroom as Patrick: enters,

Jimmy:  You just caught me on the verge of leaving,

Perhaps it's my chance to ask vou 1o give me
company roxday,

Patrick:  How s vour Minister of Internal Affajrs>
Jimmy:  Sh-h-h. Later.

The tue enar,

A few miinutes later, a tearful Ming energes

Mini: (To herselfl immy has made Me realise h
faithfulness 1s stupidity. Whoever s h: at
should not be surpnsed at the sting of ‘th{. l::'}.
Jimmy s going to be paid in his awp cul’rrnzc:!
Perhaps he will realise how [ feel, Og)y At "nI}:
after that shall we settle down, . }
Curtains full
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Act Thr;aoei J'

Scene one

The curtain apens to show a ane-roomed apartment furnished with some
old fashioned sofi sets. 1 Geue stonls and a bed are in the background.

Jez i hang on the bed, resing. There iv a knack an the daar.

Jez: Open! (~rother knock.) Come inl (A nother Enock.) She
reluctantly gets sp to open the door. (1inter finmy carrying
an apparently heary paper bag in one hand and two packets
of mlke i the ather).

Jex: (Tarcing a smile,) May | give vou a hand? (she nofices
a plaster on one of [immy’s cheeker which had previonsly
been carefully obscured by the bag). What happened 1o

you?
immy - T !
Jimmy: (In a manner of waring ber off.) 1t's nothing to worry
ﬁ]]{'IUL
Jea: - ;
. I'r.‘n.rrrr:u..';mffj') 1 SCC.
Jimmy. Iy

' Iruc s nothing to worry about. And stop

Iesesk;
_I“"ﬂ at me that way, It was only a small
ACculeny, '
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Jez: What happened?

]iﬂ1m!.': When 1 ot home from the {:ln'.ll':[', I found my
- neighbour beating up his wife. 1 went to the
woman's rescue and when 1 held her husband,

she charped blindly at both of us and I_":"" ol

face lies ‘thc marks of her attack. (Nhaking ff‘” head )

Husbands and wives, will they ever live in Fden

again?
Jez: Isn't it barbaric to fight onc’s wife at this ime of

the day?

( . : Sime ] o understand.
Jimmy: You women arc sunu?tmm :hﬂzculft e "
\.I.'I'_'IU arec a very BIIHPIL"IHHH IUL h“ WOmEn w1
believe that her husband is faithful.

Jez: They are Aght. (Siknee) Can | prepare you something
to drink?
Jimmy: 1 will be most grateful. But you are still not lnoking

very well. Did you go to the clinic?

Jez: Yes 1 did. T have actually been anxiously looking
forward to secing you.

Jimmy:  (Alurmed) Something serious?

Jez: (In an attempt to relax Jimmy’s mind) Not really; you

must first have your drnk.
Jimmy: | hate 10 be kept in suspense.
(Jez serves the drink)

(Vaking a sip and o bite) 1 always enjoy whatever
yuu prepare. You never cease to remind me of my

—_— 4 —
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Jez:

Jimmy:

Jimmy:

Jimmy:
Jez:
Jimmy:

Jez:

Jimmy:

.Iimm}r:

Jeu:

jimmy:

 —— e

own mother. (Then potic

: nolicing Jew hay
Anything wrong? e ferved bersel)
You will excuse me, 1 h

XCU - L have lost appetige f.
everything, rpetielorsimon

¥ =
What is actually the problem with vous (TFor an
answeer, Jex gives bim ber medical forms.)

(Studying them.) Are these your medical forms?

(Jez nods.) 1 can’t make head or il of this medical
short hand.

(Turning away from Jimmy.) Apart from the ordinary
treatment, 1 decided to go for a pregnancy lest
(stlence).

And what did you find out?
I was told that [ am pregnant.
(Finding it hard to conceal a smite.) Correct.

(Turns sharply to face him; angrily and defiantly.)
What do you mean?

(With a shrug.) 1 am only congratulating myself fora
job well done.

(With a plea.) Jimmy can't you be serious for a
moment?

Serious about what?

I do not want a child.

What! Did I pet you right or was that a slip of the

tonguey
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Jez: I want to have an abortion and 1 am serious.
Jimmy: Well vou can't and that is final.

(On the verge of tears.) 1 often told i that |
wanted o he on Cclnlracr:pl:f‘-'fﬂ- You insisted th:“
contracepuves were not Chostan, Now see what
has |y appened.

Jez:

Don't be silly. What is wrong with what has
happened?

(Hardening) 1 haven't completed my course. If
that does not mean anything 1o you, it does mean
evervthing to me.

(With burt pricte.) What do vou mean, rhar your
course means nothing to me? Wasn't it me who
advised you to pursue that course:

Does that give vou a right to treat me as you
choose?

Jimmy: [ do not see ARy reason as to why vou are getring
worked up. Will the pregnancy stop vou from
completing your course>

Jex: Attending 2 tompurer course with o pregnancy?

You must be gy of vour mind
Jimmy: |y you hnd

ithard, I can gy
futer 1y

ays get you a privale

EVE You lessons here at home,

Jer: Privage tutnr ¢
['hlld. I}r; Ve
Wh iy g,

L‘hlll.l?

T NG privare tutor, | do nor want @
uknow wha, having i child involves?
0 . s y

R 1o have (ke time to look after the

e | P
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The Heary So0ther,
Jimmy:  We can alway
¥s employ a hoyse helper.

Jez: And deprive my own child of Parental cape’

Jimmy:  Whar js EOINE 1) happen to vou and me>

Jez: (With bitterness, JYou and mes

Jimmy: W h_.:tt has gone into your head today? Don't voy
believe thar | sincerely love your '

- .r 8 H =
Jez: What love are you talking abour® To love me even
after a child?

Jimmy:  CAttempting t6 reliax..) Is that what has been worrying
vou? The problem with you is vou let the fear
of the future rule the present. Jesus said, “Don't
worry about the troubles of tomorrows Tomorrow
will take care of itself. Today has enough worries
of its own.”

Jez: You will never convince me. You men are so
short sighted. All you think about is your present
pleasure. Let us be frank and face the siruation.
You and me cannot get married, (bitterly) not with
thar wife of yours. What guarantee is there that
we shall continue to live together?

Jimmy: g your heart of hearts, you believe I am going to
abandon you'? Don't you realise that this baby is
poing to be the surest and strongest bond berween
the two of us?

Jez: . : . , .
Stop believing in theories, Real life has shown

your assumpuon to he l:ulﬂl"l'“f'."' Wrong,
Thousands of women have been abandoned
With their children, What man will choose to bear

—_— ) —
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m

nsibility when he has got his legitimg,
gftf:f.

Financially, | have no P“‘hlumﬁ' I have UPened
“ount for vou already. What More

a bank accou ) X |
= . - ¥ " \
assurance do you want? My problem is not g

(cestures fo tudicale money)- The pruhlt:m 15 who wil|
inherit it.

Jez: My dear, if you think money is everything 1o 5
humqnhunu then you have got it wrong, Do yoy
know the shame and humiliation of calling my
child a bastard? Why should | allow my own child
to grow up with such guiltz Do vou know that the
child’s resentment will be agamnst me and not you?
I sincerely regret having por involved with you,
Now think about my future, You are going to be
comfortable in vour home, What about me? Who
will wiint :lt'lj.'thing toy do with me= 1f VO are not

pomng to provide me with the money, [ will go ahead
and look for i,

Jimmy:  (Pasmonately) ez, can’t you be more reasonable than

3 Have v : ! :
that? Have you got any human conscience in you:
Don't you realise abortion is a sin.

Jez: You still believe in such rubhish? Flow many time

!1;15 Gad h.E]pn:d me? If God existed, would 1 be
in such a siruantnns

Jimmy: Please come back 1 your senses, Abortion 154 sin,

whether you dispute it or pot

Jez: For your Information

. ; | do not share the same
faith with you,
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The Heary So00ther,

Jimmy:  That does not alger an
that abortion is a cfj
you know that abo
Don’t you know

}1hing. You mus; also realise
me against this nation, Don't
rton mntamounts g, Murders
that abortion is (he
murder of an innocent litle
you are meant to cherish,
Why do vou wanrt 1o deny

cnl:l-hhmdr:d
baby; an innocent soul
¥ |n'r:: and Loy prﬂnn:r.‘l:'JI

an innocent baby jis nght
to exist? How would you have

telt if your mother
had aborted you?

Jez: Obviously T would have felt nothing, Sull I would

have been grateful to her for having kept me out
of this sickening world. And you seem to forget
that we are all eriminals in one way or another.

Jimmy:  Why do you want 1o ruin vour life at such a rundfr
age? Don't you realise that you may never conceive
again?

Jez: Who is desperate for a kid? Nor me.

- [ av cost v our life.
Jimmy:  Abortion is dangerous. It may cost you y _
Many women have died during these abortions,

y i & i i ¥ E‘
If you had not realised before, you are sending m
to a2 more certain death.,

Jimmy:  What do you mean?

w life’s sake nt to this
Jez: (In tears) Please for my life’s sake, conse

aborton. Our tradinons are bad, .\'I:m;. j_:ul-.. Ir”fl;
my clan have died in labour, Most of them lI";lll
away from home. And Jimmy, | have never !.:;.
you about my family, My father wicklds so l-::.md
Power in the traditional cycles. He will not

— 5] —
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The Heart Soothers

Jimmy:

Jez:

Jimmy:

—_— e

an dlegitimate child; please for my life’s sake d,
something,

I have all along sought to see your father, but vou
have always hindered me. This will now give us 3
frm ground upon which to face him.

It will be a disgrace to him. I cannot face him in
the state T am in, You are being very unfair to
me (bardening). Anyway 1 am not asking for vour
consent any longer. Nothing vou can do wall stop
me from having an abortion. Now that vou have
refused to provide me with the money for the

abortion, | will go ahead and look for it On that,
I am deoided.

(Also bardening up) You are forcin i me to take a very
unpleasant measure. Inmy hands right now is your
medical report. This repore T will keep unul vou
have safely delvered. If you dare risk an abortion,
Pwill hand it over to police. 1 am not going to be
party to the murder of my own child.

(In tears) Are you threatening me?

(Unmered) Nothing could be further than that. In
reality you are atempting to dig your own grave,
(Jex buries her head in ber handys and sobs guietly. Jimmy
who is not used to tears natches with growmg discomfort.
When be bas bad enongl) of 1t fp goes fo sit by Jer and
soathes her). Jez, | do not see why we had to go
through all that. If complicauons anse in future,
I]'ll:'.‘n we will r.‘HlI?«iidr_'r an ;|||“r”“n_ Please Jdor not

misunderstand me, Al am saying is that is 100

carly to take such a decision. Jez, look at me.
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Curtains fall,

(Silence) Please look atme. (Ve Jookrap.) Do you see
deceit in my eves? Have I made any promise to you
that 1 have tailled to honour= Why don't you Tl-'u st
me this time? Let us forpet about this business for
the present let's think about the evening, My sole
purpose of coming to see you today is to take you
out for the evening. For God's sake, don't spoil
the evening for us, You will do us a lot of rood
by going to have a nice bath right now. You will
also save us a lot of time. Look, | am ready. (-1n
sincomtortable stlence follows. Vhen reluctantly Jeg gets up
and prefures for d s Lo er aned toent excifs; Jimony fuces up
and down.) 1 o to what 1 eould eall home and Mini
denies me the peace and happiness every min is
looking for. Then | come ro Jez. She welcomes me
She knows my rastes. She receves me with warmth
and | pet t'rmﬁ her the real peace ot mund and the
jov ni: living. ez brings all the sweet I."HL"I:T'H_II'IES
of life rushing back to me, save for today, Even
then, which girl in that posinon would have reacted
differently? Yet it is myv own happiness at stake.
How far must a man allow public opinon 1o choke
his own personal happimess?
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Scene two

In Jrmworys house, enter Mint and Jopo,

Mini:
Jogo:
Mins:
Jogo:

Jnl_l_*n.*
Mini:

Jogo:

Ain;

Jogzon:

Mini:

Jnun:

You arc weleome dear (grrer bem a sea),

Thank you,

You will excuse me for a minute,

It's alnphe (Mo exats, foge pets spy and wth an wirof
-I'ﬂf{f.l'i.l'lrﬂ'il" H'u'.l'rI'_! ||HIJ'I'r.‘3i.|' .h’-.- ¥ wia i, j_ﬂfl’l" ,.'.hp“ l'.ffu‘:,u ,“F:'
of Deer a.rl.'.'.l'l_l.:I'l-Hl. M serrvs o)

I thoughr vou said we were coming for a dnnk

| asked von v come up for a donk. Asa MAaTTer
of fact, I rarely drnk. Last evening was a speoul
occasion. Jiven now, | am stll sulfening from a
hangover. | will end up throswing up 10 1 ke a

glass of beer.
You must be lonely here. Do vou stay here all

alome?
[ live here with my brother. But he went on saan
av It's only during holidays like ths that |

vesterd !
¢ school days, 1 am vccupic

am loncly. Durnng th

the whole day.
(Can | come and see vou nften?

r i All ot
I'd love that but factors beyvond my control w

favowur that

What factors?

(%1 CamScanner
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'-"___-—-hl=-_-5_.-__-_—_ :Hl'l' H.ru rf h"h".

{ini: AL - ke my
Mini (k) I would not like my brother to confron, Vou
here,
Jogo: Is he that strict abour vou?
Mini: Nort really. Bur | respeet his views, He js deeply

relimous and he has his reservations abour cornin
aspects of life,

Jogo: Who does he fancy vou are? A small girl of
fourreen /

Mini: Heisaloving brother, T do nor want to disappoint
him.

Jogo: (Finishing hic drink) He will be even mare

di':ﬂ]'lrl:'ﬂnh:'d when he discovers your have not been
sincere with him. In that case, when do 1 see you

agrain?
Mini: I 'will inform you. Do vou mind another drank?
Jogao: No, thank you, | only came because you insisted.

Our regulations do not allow us to drink.
Mini: Which repulations?

Jogo: Driver’s repulations. When you drink, don't drive

and when you dnive, don't drink.

Mini: How can | casily contact you?

Jogo: Come 10 the taxi park, You will never fal to get

me. When can | cxpect you?

Mini. ;
fini; Daon' WOTTY, SO0,
1 ® F - »
Jogo: Fhope you will excuse me. | am already lare for duty.
(Rises to o),

CamScanner
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The Heart Soothers

Jogo:

Mini:

]ngu:
Mini:

Curtains fall

(Resing and a&m’u’fuq his hands.) | et me see you off,

(A they anproach the door) Give me a good bye
please. (Mint Jooks tenderly at bim, they embrace.)

See you soan love.
You are such a sweet lirtle devil, (Fiauer)

Please take care of yourself (She fooks for a long time
at fogn, thew falking ta herseff). It wasn't all thar bad,
After all, an eve (or an eve and a tooth for i teath
18 not such a bad principle. Rather than giving vou
a feeling of puilt, i instead gives vou a feeling of
satistacoon (e arvand). 1t is evident Jimmy did
nint come home last nighe. He will come hack
somenme anyway, and we will all keep quier and
pretend nothing has happened o is happening and
o on living normally. Perhaps life has a purpose
afrer all.

—_— A —
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Act Four'_l

Exight months later. In [immy’s bouse. Jimmy is seated in one of the
chairs taking coffee and reading a newspaper. Mint too, taking coffee,

is knitting,

Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:
Jimmy:

Mini:

]illlmyz

(s though still reading the newspaper.) Mini, don’t you
think it's high time I got introduced to your dad?

What?

I am serious. I would like to get the green light
from your dad so that 1 may alert my people to
start talks with your people.

(Still finding it hard to belrere,) When?

As soon as possible. You realise we are growing
older every day and therefore certain things have
got to be done.

(With one of her rare smiles.) Father won't forgive
me. My living with you was very much against his
will,

He will understand. [ very much respect ouf

57-——-
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The Hear! Soothen p— —-‘\

rraditions but We must :1I1ﬁ:ll 1;?"':'“ -I:I:.:M'Ch UP wiyy,

‘. liries of today. As o S ARV saud, jy I
the ren hility to convinee our clders 4, Ke
our responsITE vield o us, )

' dew and
our point of viIC ‘ |
worricd about her. She wi 1,

of
i cr [amn ) :
Mini: Moth ]:_]ightt'd But father 1 am still scared of,
l L] - . - [ ]
Ttmh rof my fears is that he is too religioys,
Anothc . ;
Al 5 church marnage they
. A will insiston a ¢
Jimmy: ou mean he
:‘I.I"Ifl I‘ht.‘ﬂ?
Mini: More than likely, he will.
Jimmy: | have always felt the doctrine of church marriage
b L : ‘ | In our p{.‘nplc.

has been wrongly inculcate

Mini: Why?

A church marriage today is associated with a

Jimmy:
flambovant wedding. As a result most couples
enter marriage with huge debts.

Mini: Father is not the type to mind about such a
wedding.

Jimmy:  He may not but other people will. We shall
be a laughing stock if we do not meet their
expectations.

Mini: Jimmy, you have always told me you don't care

about public opinion.

Jimmy: [ used not to, those youthful days. Now | do. And
flamboyant marriages are not my only objections
Liven worse, we shall cease to be regarded “

CamScanner


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

_“iui'-
Jiﬂ’ﬂ“}r:
Milli:

Jiu‘ll‘l‘l}':

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

The Heary Soothers

Chrstians if w
if we POstpone chgel, Mace
By whom? Mage.

By the church,

How?

B\ refu Sinp; us

the Holy ¢ .
belicves that | Ny Lommunion. The church

wefore churc] ,
L] |_-' - 1 m:l-rn;l t a c‘i
living in perpetual sin, 8%, a couple 1s

You are pe

tting it all wr . ‘ |
doing is ong, What the church is

; tO protect itself. Not every Tom, Dick
and Harry living with a woman is sefious about

her. The serious minded one is he who takes her
to church,

F'hen why does the church hold traditional
marriage in low regard?

The church doesn’t. Thar is why you are allowed

a church wedding only after the traditional
marriagc.

Why then docesn’t the church allow a couple Holy
Communion after a traditional marnage?

Traditionally a couple makes a commitment before
the tribe. In church you make a commiment
before God. “Give to Caesar what belongs to
Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”

(W ith mockery 1 bix roice.) s this church marnage
you arc defending biblical in nature?

(Limjoying the situation. ) Why not?

Where in the bible is a recording of such a

EN
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Ihe Heart M,M
pance Mary and
r Jh!rph.

Aini:

Jimmy:

Mini:
Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

uke Of ine
l'li."ll.lp;v:‘? gt B
Jied they anddene? the e your ™
‘ e

-Irl’rmlmgr’
The cradhtion® of th
ot

¢ church dear. Christ gy,
lecide these I|!1n1w;1 ---w,hﬂ:' the
the samc will be I"‘Un"rtr
wi 'ﬂ"hﬂt w have n the bible is Jc; In
C hristianity has spread 1o :-"}-lh

C

i'l{".]'\'ll'."ﬂ .
culturc. Now that
ifferent culrures...

lands of dif
Exactly {1 Jo is interrip! ed by a knock on the door y,;
)  He relurns reading a telegram yiy), ieh
an

be goc i
o on bis face.)

alarming r:b.]‘.?rf.r.n"

What 18 it_]imm!.'?
ck and has been admieq
. C

riously si
ital. My younger sis
P yFovee ter sent thig

My mother is s¢
ning. Mother demands to see m
e

in a private hos
telegram this mor
immediately.

er. What are we going to do?

Poor Moth
[ must leave immediately. I hope to catch the sey
aCven

o'clock bus. It’s only five thirty. There is yet tim
. e €
Let me inform my boss (Jimmy goes 1o the telephs

B 1 E : . ', i
and dials.) Would you like to come along? ‘
(Shows some hesitali { ;

on.) Who w
Uy . ) Who ould then look after
¢ house in our absence?

E}OH :(‘;fw pﬁm{r) Hullo, can I speak to Mr. Okello

5 ;:{:.Ccz:::l]nf:l]rm not very well [ am afraid... 1

et ']. JL egram from home ... my mother
sly ill and has been admitted in a private

hospit
al ... mv pre :
P my presence is demanded at home ...

= 00 —
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The Heart Soothers

immediately ...it really sounds bad ... four davs
at least ...thank you very much sir. .. Thank you
(Hangs up; to Mini) Whar did you say?

I'was wondering who would keep the house in our
absence.

Anyway, I don't think it is necessary for both of

HS L0 gos not at the moment. Ge my safari bag as
I'eall for a 1axi. (Faxate Mins)

(limemry dialy) Hullo, .. .can 1 speak o Ali2 Can
You please do me 2 fav ur . Reserve me g
on the evening hys, | Just recejve
home .. Thank You very mych.

seaf
ta messagre from

(H Hangs i enter Mini wigh, Safart by
be away for four davs | hepe
house will suffice. T}

£ T wil pruhnhl:,'
the money in the

e bus wil leave in thiry
minutes lime oW had berger hurry,

Exxat Jimmry and Ming

Later that evening.

Mini returns, beads strasght for the telephane,

(Dials) Hullo... Can 1 speak o Jogo? .., Hello Jopo
+... Lam very well but feeling a b lonely. Can 1 see
you tonight ...Here at home ... There is no one
clse here .. .cowand... then prove you are not one
... see you then my love .., bye ., anything, ..

s, ()] —
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The Heart Soothers

Mini:
Jugur
Mini:

Jogo:

hred), Mints sets abont ﬁrfﬂf{r: W2 1ot Prisgny

ovrits suddenly RS
§ ler spe herself. 1 sohits dim to o oft pengl,

aduile Baemomang @ Yarte 10 |
A knock and Joge comes 0.

PRI
Jime) YOu are most welcome |« o,

(Fmthracg
Thank you. How are you?

[ am very well thank you. And how are you?
Couldn't be any better 1 gucss. {Gently.) How s

your brother?
Who? (Recalls and then langhs) You mean Jimmy?

Why did you have to introduce him to me as vour

brother?
[ dida't wanr to lose you that early. You did not

seem to have the courage to continue if you had

known rthe truth.
It did not take me long to find out the truth. Where

is he today?
He has gone to the village.
Whart took him so urgently up country?

Thart old woman of his is dying,
You mean he has another wile back home?

Not another wife. | mean his mother,
How can you talk like that about yvour mother in-

law?

— 62 —
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Mini:

Jugn:
Mini:

Jogo:

Mini:

Jogo:

Mini:

Jogo:
Mini:

Jogao:
Mini:

]'JL':H:

Mini:

If only you knew what type of woman she is
then you would understand. She has been th;
major cause of my troubles in this home

What do you mean’?

That woman has always urged her son to marry
But when he decided to live with me as husband
and wife, his mother did not approve of me.

She did not approve of you? On what grounds?

His mother expected him to pick on a goddess fora
wife, and I am very far from her idea of a goddess.
She has even accused me of having hooked her
son to milk him dry of his wealth.

But why did Jimmy allow himself to be so
influenced by his mother?

Jimmy is weak in character. Until recenty the man
in him had not vet tully developed.

Has it now?

I must confess it has. Today [immy proposed going
to see my people.

He did what?

I'hope you will understand. He wishes his people
to start talks with my people.

’ L] [ -
You mean you are getting married in every sense
of the word?

w'-' will only be going through mere formalities;
N my present state [ need something to hold on
10; I need something for protection,

— ()] —
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The Heart Soothers

Jogo: (Romantic) When you get married, Will you haye
any room for me in your heart?

ou mean everything 1o me. In you | haye

Mini: Jogo, v
ain killer and above all

discovered a panadol, a p
heart soother.

That is the nicest thing you have said to me this

Jogo:
evening. Do not say anvthing more. That is the

last thing [ want to remember to my dving days,

(Frven mare sofily.) Jogo if 1 abandon you, who will

Mini:
father my child?
Jogo: (AAttentively) What did you say?
Mini: (Cualerly) | am pregnant with vour child.
Jogo: Stop joking ar this umc of the night.
Mini: | am scrious, | confirmed it in hospital two days
ago.
Jogo: Are vou sure | am responsible?
Mini: Why should 1 lic to you on such a matter as this?
Jogo: (Pantcky) Now what do you want? An abortion?
Mini: No.
Jogo: Why not?
Mini: I will never be able to get it out of my mind,

The guilt will choke me to my dying days. | have
had a strong Christian upbringing. 1 have always
maintained that evil should not he fought with

evil.

s (1] —
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; The Heart Soothers

Jogo: 1 still find it hard to believe.

Mini: Do you remember the two weeks Jimmy was
awialy attending a refresher course? The date of
the pregnancy coincides with that. Perhaps you
should look at the doctors report to believe.

Jogo: Where is the report?

Mini: In the bedroom.

Jogo: (Getting np) Let me have a look at it. (Exif Jogo and
ﬂff'm;)

3. plater; in the dead of the night.
Suddenly there is a Jond enock at the door.
Then another and another.

Mini tiptoes into the sitting room clasely
followed by a bare chested Jogo.

Mini, attempting fo pecp outside, is interrupted by a fourth knock.
Mini: (Shaken) Who 1s that?

Patrick:  1t’s me, Patrick.

Mini: Who?

Patrick:  Parrick.

Mini: (Rucdely) What do you want?
Jimmy:  Mini, its me he has escorted home.

Mini: (Panicky) Just a minute.

(1o Jogn.) My husband is here. Get out for God’s
sake,
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:E':r Heart Soothers

Jogo: How do | get out?

Mini: I don’t know ... Just disappear.

Jogo: But how?

Mini: Get out through the windows.

Jogo: But all your windows have burglar proofing,
Mini: Do not just stand there. Do something,

Jogo: Come here. 1 have an idea. (They disappear

in the bedroam. A few minutes later, My
re-energes.)

She is more stable and with some confidence
opens the doar.

Mini:  (Very alarmed,) What happened? 3

(Tnter Patrack: and [immy, the former heatily supporting the
fatter.)

Patrick: I am art a loss as to how | should explain the
situation. At about eleven p.m., | received a
call from one of the nurses in the hospital thar
Jimmy had been involved in an accident and was
unconscious; I rushed 1o the hospiral but found

he had regained consciousness. The hospital was
so crowded that the doctor allowed me to bring
Jimmy home after preliminary examinanon found
that he did not sustain any serious mjuries.

Mini: What kind of accident was j»

Patrick:  From the report T gor from the policemen,
the evening bus Jimmy was travelling in to the
village had faulty brakes. ‘The brakes failed ar the

—_— ) ——
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Mini:

Patrick:

Mini:
Mini:

Jimmy:

Mini:

Jimmy:

The Heart Southery

—

Katinga slope which is approximately one hundred
kilometres from here. The driver panicked
and jumped off; the bus swayed off-road and
overturned.

I hope it was not fatal,

I am afraid it was; four people died on the spot
and many more are in cnocal condinons, It was
nothing short of a muracle that saved Jimmy.
(Nilence) As it is rather late, [ wish o say good
night. The doctor advised lum o have absolute
bed rest and yo for a more thorough checkup in
the morning, [ will come and pick lim up in the
morning Goodnipht,

It was so kind of vou. Goodnight. (Exzf Putrick)

(Returns quickly as [immy altempts to get up) Can
| prepare you something light 1o eat?

I am in no mood to eat. 16s only rest that T desire.

(Attempls to pet up.)

(Crickdy) When vou left, 1 feared to sleep alone;

so | asked one of the new  female teachers at

our school to come and give me company. | had

prepared her a place with me in the room. But

now that vou have come, | will prepare for her a

place here in the sitting room instead.

i"R.rr.'mm{q Dy seat) That 1s iill‘ij.:lll with me.

Linter fopo i a very comtincing feminine alttire.

— )] —
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The Heart Soothers —

Mini:

Jimmy:

Jogo:

Jimmy:

Jogo:

Jimmy:

Jogo:

Jimmy:

Jogu:

s RoseMary; 1 mean she s

duces Jogo) He ?
fluiroce J2 new teachers at the

Rosemary; 00¢ of the
school.

(Puts on a smitle
Irsapleasureto
a greatef pleasuf

(In keeping with the attire) 1 have
accident; 1 hope you are not seriously hurt,

(In cheerful mond) The doctor @
juries that should no

15 als0 st:riuus[}‘ sick 1n

10 muthe the visitor feel af ease),
meet youalthou ghitwould have been

¢ in happier circumstances,

just heard about the

old me 1 only sustained
minor in [ cause any worries.
Mini told me your maother
the village.

irend of life; troubles in this world,

That is the
y do so in numbers one

whenever they come, the
They arc bevond our control. We

after another.
only pray for the best.

[ really wish her a quick recovery.

I sincerely apologise for 1 must have disrupted
your sleep. 1f you don’t mind, I wish to let you
rest. Good night.

Good night.

Jimmy limps into the bedroom.

Ar 5o e
an as Jimmy disappears, Jogo and Mini exvhangt
flances, :
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The Heart Soothers

Mini:

]ugn:

Jimmy:

Jogo:

Jimmy:

1 will not tempt my fortunes any further, enough
is cnough. (She starts to tiptoe anay.)

Madam, thanks for everything. (He rapidly tiptoes

awy.)

(Holding Jogos shirt and a pair of trousers, emerges just
in time to chatch a glinpse of Jopo tiptoeing away. Throws the
clathes at him) May you dic a miserable death.

(Making a face at Jimrry) You miserable loser
may you also suffer an untimely death.

Jimmy attempts to pursue Jogo and Mimi bt his
condition severely limits bim.

(Lamenting) Let us be fair, How can a womin |
feed, dress and look after bring an ither man Into
my own house and straight into my bed? Are
these the equal rights thar women are fighting for?
Just because I have a girl friend in own who I8
moreover pregnant wirh my child, does this entitle
Mini 1o behave in whichever way she chooses?

(Decisively) Ler me, from this minute invite Jez
to come and live permanently here. Since | was
contemplating poing [or inuoductions and now |
have prepared for them, what will stop me from
poing for introductions with Jez,.. | am sure she
will be delighted,  frulls) Hello! Oh Jez... how
sweet your vorce sounds at this ame of the night...
it really soothes the heart. | must apologise for

(Y]
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The Heart Soothers

having made such a late phone call ...1 am not

exactly fine physically ...1 was on my way to the

village this evening ... Yes by bus ...Oh you have

heard the news? The bus that got the accident. No,

I'am not very seriously hurr ... but bad enough, |

really need somebody 1o nurse me, somebody like
you ro take care of me ...[ told you a thousand
times [ will only pet marned to vou. Bur to cur a
long story short, at last I am one hundred percent
free.... frec ... It's too good to be true.... I want you
to move in here permanently .. 1 even wish vou
could move in this very minute ... Okay but vou
move in first thing in the morning. Yes, although
the doctor asked me o go through a thorough
medical check up in the morning, Just hire any
vehicle ... 1 will pay from here. Good might my
love.... I miss you too ... sweet dreams. (1 langs

Hp.)

Yes, that does it; never keep vour epps in one
basker, I I had Mint alone, on whose shoulders
would I lean during this tme of cnsis?.... Ah! Lam
suddenly plad I have always kept Jez even though
as a substirute. Now [ can even afford a goaod
sleep...but notin that defiled room ...notin that
contaminated bed. (Ianghs sheeprshty to self.) These
chairs are at least clean (Dases off).

Nexct morning.
A knock.... no reply .. Jimmy is still asleep.

another knock, no response,
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Partrick:

Jimmy:

Patrick:

Jimmy:

Painck:

Jimmy:

Patrick:

Jimmy:

Patrick:

Jimmy:

The Heart Soothers

Patrick enters.

Hullo [immy, (Jimmy wakes up with 4 start.) 1 am

sorry Jimmy, that [ am a bir late, | hope you had
a nice night,

(Cynical .. winces with pain.) Nice night? Yes it was
a good might... Almosrt ton good 1o be true .,

Is there something wrong® (Onfy gets an frate ok

Sfrom Jimmy;: then suspicionsly.) What happened afrer
I Teft last night?

What else could have happened? [ actually caught
Mini exereising her rights in my own bed.... a bed
... bought with my own moncy.

Rights? What sort of rights? And where is Mini?

Mini actually desired to see me dead. 1 kept
wondering whar sort of “Lranm” made me gt
that accident yesterday. (Nedencr) 1 helhieve as soon
as | left vesterday, Nim “imported™ alover inmy
own house,

Say that again.

That *‘malaya” Mini had the audacity to bring
another man into my bed.

Are you really serinus?

Do you think | am joking? Look ...see where
I slept... Here are his clothes ... He escaped
dispuised as a woman, With my condition being
what it is, there was hittle | could do.. . But I swear

71
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The Heart Soathers

Patrick:

Jimmy:

Parnick:

Jimuny:

Parrick:

Jinmumy:

Patnck:

——

by my father’s grave that Mini will neye, st

] i bl o
here again ... She eame with nothing and she | g
with nothing, ke

I would never have believed w 'men could )
their fight for equal nghts up 1o the bed | [::1]:
recently I found a woman fighting for r:;u::]r;vht!:
with men .. guess what! She atternpred 1 uriim
while standing up. (Langhs alone. )

Butlet’s be fair. How could Mini do this tey me#Ming
with whom [ have stayed for pwo vears and whom
| hn'l:t.'_l': wnd to be rotally barren® Where will this
fight for equal rights lead her toF [ have already
made express arrangements for this other lady
'I".H.IH meve in here today. .. oan faer this l'l:lnrnm;;:.
I will take her for mtroclucrions nght away and |
will even have more time 1o ook strer our baby,

My Ij-rrurhrr, I mve vou tull eredit for thar. Accept
my sincere congrarulitions,

Thank you.

How is Jez coming® Can 1 offer vou my truck to
collect her propertys ‘ |

A sound of a car approachmg,

I'tald her to hire . listen: that must be her.

(Peeps) Yes, that is her ...but 1 do not see any
luggage .. stay coal; she s coming up.,. (I h
.llf#.l-lHrrrﬁﬂffff'rﬂfffklfﬂl.w,)l {:“r['u;' in. COIme 1. TIII.I nre

maost welcome,
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Jez:

Parnck:

Jez:

Patrick:

Jez:
Partrick:

Jez:

Parrick:

Jimm}':

Flore nee:

Ji mmr.

.-“I-r Hll'.'u" s_mh"

Oh Jimmy!
It could have been warse.,
I'am really sorry, Whar happened™?

It was the faule of the drver, driving ar such high
speecl with faulty brakes. That man wanted to kil
all his passengers. God was with [immy,

[ thought you were coming with all the household
properey from your place,

I have come 1o clean the house. | will move in
thereatrer.

That is kind of vou. T had overlooked the fact
that this house necds thorough scrublung. Bu
vou cannot clean the enure house in vour present
condition tenching ber abdomen),

] asked Florence o come and pive me a hand. 1

am surprised she has not come yer,

Florence, the one you used to sty with hefore you
moved to Karika?

Yes. You know her?

Of course. Who does not know Florence? Jimmy,
what are we going to do now that Jez has come?

Jez will keep the house. | need 1o keep the
appointment with the doctor. (They prepare fo leare;
a knaock and lorence bursts i, panting.)

Oh Jimmy, | did not know the accident was that
SCTIOUS,
Nothing much to worry about .1 just escaped

— 7}
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} "
The Hegrt Moothery

—

with some minor injurics .o Thank You fe,
comung to offer [eza hand. | rr::l]'h'ﬂ[’fr""-'fiumg,-nur
kindness... | have to go tor thorough Medicy|

check up... x-rays and such things.

Florence: Will vou be back SO0n?
These medical investigations fake time. We may

Jimmy:
probably come back 1n the afternoon ar the
earlicst.

Florence: [ really wish you a quick recovery.

Jimmy:  Thank you. We will see vou later in the day.

Exit Jimmy and Patrick. | Jorence tiptoes to see tf they are
really aff.

Jez: Is Jaja coming=

Of course, he never lers down his elienrs,

Florence:

Jez: But is it safe? Whart if Jimmy hinds him here?
Florence: Don’t worry. Jaja takes care of every small detail,
Jez: Is he a true witch doctor'? 1 mean, is he really

powerful?
Florence: He is not a wirch. He is a native doctor ... my
pri!.-.:n: and w pt‘ﬁt‘rﬂ;]] doctor. | [”]Ib.' go In fur

the best,
Jez: Whar do you think he will do?

Flotence: Nothing really much. All he will do is to cleanse
this house, to make sure no other woman cver
scttles in this ]!Hll&{' nther [lmn VOul L. morcover
you never know what charms that woman may

-_"74 ——
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The Heart Soothers

Jez:

Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

have left behind. You need someone to neutralise
such forces.

\What are we supposed to do?

Let's sit on the mat... here. Jaja always insists we
sit with our backs to the door... he will do most
of the talking ...let's just sit and wait. He should
be due any time now. | told him everything,

What really happened between Jimmy and Mini?

Rumour has it that Jimmy caught Mini red handed
with 2 man in his bed; the only thing Mini made
away in was the might dress. 1 am told early this
maorning Mini went to the police and tried to filea
case but there was nothing whatsoever to support
the validity of their marriage. The civil court could
not help her either.

That is pru:iscly why I swore never to get married.
(Bitterly) If it was not for this... (T onches abdomen).

A woman needs security. Your child needs even
more security; and there is need to protect your
name. Do vou know that some people are already
blaming vou for breaking up Jimmy's family?

{F fostile) That is very stupid of them. Did 1 invite
Jimmy to come 1o me? e came on his own
accord. (Thunder rumbles nearby...) What 1s that
..l thought the sky was clear.

‘l:hm. must be Jaja. (Darkness rapidly descends.) Yes
its him. He prefers to work in darkness.

—_— 75—
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The Heart Soother e L s

Jez

Jox:

Ja

ja:

I am ﬁﬂﬂn:[_!. l-"_lli rence .. .ﬁl'n"?t'ﬂ'l"r‘} anfn[{‘!

Florence: Sh ..h. .h (- cock crons close by folloy e Y 1y

thunder. Vlanes suddenty leap froms the sides 4, el gy
i lf th,
stage. 1nter faya boiding tuo &t candles: fiap, the
L s ) : : .ff
catnedler fo hes clients av be confinnes to chany iMeohery r;
: e nt)
and _.}P;m.-,l.‘:fif the ropm watl sone J:'q!m.!" from a gonrd: fim
_ i : et
fa sif apposile his efrents.)
My daughter, whart favours may the gods grane vy,
today? -
To cleanse this house and 1o make me secure jn
I

(Diveniates, fonks np.) Are vou sure of the man
responsible Tor this pregnancy? (Siknee) Does

this pregnancy helonp o this houser (Siknce then

asseritredy. ) Answer me,
(Frightened) 1 am nor sure, |aja

(Langhs cymcadly.) That is what the pods have made
plain here. That you are confused about the father
of your child. Bur they wall deal with that. There

was another woman dwelling in here. Is that not
501
Yes Yes,

(Hysterieally) Showe me the favourite seat of the man
in this housce, (fec pamnts; the mative doctor ipronlies the

ﬂf:‘;.r'r with a f-ﬂ."r.*.hf ‘;’ar.-f.r'r.a.u ar b .,-‘rrrﬁuw.r_r .r,-.rj'u'.rmf i
Keturns to bis chents; beckans them to stand . Remores d

parcel wrapped i feaves, hands it orer to 7).

(%3 CamScanner
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- - The Heart Soothers

Jaja:
Jez:

Jaja:

Florence:

Jaja:

Jez:

Jaja:

Florence:

Jaja:

Jez:

Here, feed him on this.
(Alarmed) Whar is this?

Sh..h...h. Behold the urerus of a crocodile with the
entire birth canal. Listen carcfully daughrer, listen.
You must cook the colourful dish in as special way.
Each piece must visit a special place before it
tastes the fire. Serve the colourful dish with
sweet potatoes. And here, dnnk this. (Jez besitates,
the mredizm takes a nvig at the dank; bands it wver to ber.)

(Wath enconravement.) Drink i, 1 have drunk it hetore,

(Jez drankes it and bandds orer the calisivich.)

No other woman shall settle in this house other
than vou. All the money, all the wealth and the
man 1n this house, vou will have control over.

Thank vou, Jaja, thank vou.

The fee will be two bulls. (Jeg and Florence gasp and look:
at each vther:)

Berween the two of us we only have money for
one bull ... the balance we shall bring two days
from now.

(1 oedes sterndy at both of them.) Sovit shall be for now
der not forpet least vou Bace the wrath ot the

pods The pods shall be with you, now and Torever,

(eedlects the camdles and exaty - wtlenir.)

L aphts come on,

I ey prest think 1 can oo,
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The Heart Soothers

Florence:
Jez:
Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

Jez:

Do whar?
What Jaja has said 1s too degrading,

What is degrading about it?

What do you think Jimmy will say when he find
. Ndsy

me cooking that way?

Do not worry, Jaja will take care of c"*—'“'lhingju.“
make sure you lock the doors when yvou are linir;g

it.

Have you ever done it?

Some of us have performed tougher assignments;
and besides, how do you think my men put on
weight?

Arc there no alternatives?

Yours is a simple assignment. Tell me (leoking

suspicionsly at Jes) what was that about you being
unsurc of the father of vour child?

(Hesitatingly) | do not know how to say this butits
true. 1 do not know who is really ruspnnsihlc for
this pregnancy.

You mean this is not Jimmy’s child?

| am not sure.

You, a woman, not sure? What kind of womaf

are you?
Jogo still used to come and visit me.

s T
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The Heart Souther

FFlorence:
Jez:
Florence:
Jez:

Florence:

Jez:
Florence:
Jez:
Florence:
Jez:
Florence:

Jez:
Florence:
Jez:

Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

Jogo, my brother?

Yes,

You want to drag my brother into this mess?
But you were the one who started it all.

I honestly thought vour relatnonship with Jogo had

ended.

(Sharphy) Help me, Florence.

Help you about what™

What do you think Jaja gave me to dnnk?
Why?

I am beginning to have some abdominal pains,

{Varmred) What kind of pains’

Lower abdominal pains... the pains come and
stop ...they keep on geting stronger cach nme

and the pains are now more ...Irequent.

You feel some back pain too?

Yes, the pain gocs right to the back. It makes me
feel like rubbing the back.

You must be going into labour,

But the baby is not due yer. My expected date of
delivery is three weeks from today.

Lalyour....
arey

Then you must be gomg into premature
Oh! Crod whar are we gomng 1o do? Did you ©
any extra money?

— ) c—


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

The Heart Soothers -

Jez:
Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

Florence:

Jez:

Florence:

Jugﬂ:

No ... why?

\We have to hire a taxi and get you to hospital,

I don't even know where Jimmy keeps his
n'lﬂﬂl:}'.

There is only one alternative. Let me inform
Jogo, after all Jimmy is not in. (dils) Can 1 speak
to Jogo? Thank God. Jogo. We need you here..,
Jimmy’s residence ...Yes Mini’s home .. \Whar?
You can't come ...You can't explainz For Gad's
sake you must come ... Jez has gone into premature
labour ...Jimmy is not ...around... He has gone
for a medical check up ... following an accident
vesterday ...he is not due dll... much later okay;
we expect you in five munures (Hangs up, turns to
Jez) He is coming. (Jex baring intense pains, walks
about aimlessly rublbing ber back. )

(Attemps ta belp) Justsitsull ... take deep breaths ...
like this ...do not worry the taxi is coming soon.

Oh Florence ...the pains ., .are unbearable...Oh
Florence help me, Florence...

I am trying... are there no marttresses around ...
here lie on the mat... lie on your side ...no ...
not on the back ...take deep breaths ... Yes ke
that.

Joga bursts in; furtively looks aronnd.

\What is it?

— R} ———
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Florence:

Jogo:

Jez:

Jogo:
Florence:

Jez:

Jimmy:
Florence:
Jimmy:
Florence:
Jimmy:
Florence:

Jimmy:
Florence:

]imm}r:

Florence:

Jez has pone into labour ... The baby could come
anytime,

But the baby is not due yet. Is that not what

i you
told me Jez?

Yes. But it must have been Ja..,  (Checks herself)

[t must have been whar?

( Qurckly) Tt must be premature labour... Get up.
_]tlg_:t L ].:i".'r: me i l'l:lnl;LUJ'ngr mfr‘rj.'_,(r::::ﬂ recouls. )

What 1s happening? (Then notices Joge.) You again?
(A drances Hﬂ'rmrfr{;y’] towards him. )

(Quickly) Jez has gone into premature labour.... but
Jimmy we were not expecting vou,
So that is why she went into labour? (Silence) And

who is he?

He is Jogo ... my brother, same father, same
mother. 1 am telling vou the truth,

(Conmecting it up,) So it was vou who introduced your
brother to Mini?,

(Fear shows on her face) No, | mean yes ...1 mean
no.

(Vacing Joga) And what does he want here?

He, he, is a taxi driver and he came to give us alilt

to hospital L owe thought we would get you at the
IHH'HI:I'.

. i . S . B
S this time you bave invited him to Jez, havent
Yoy

F'h]immy'. Na. No. It was Jez who invited him
Icre,
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The Heart Soothers
__l—-""l-.._l_
Jimmy: (Turns to Jez) Jez vou invited him here? For G
sake why? Tell me why, sonly

Florence: Jez savs she bs not sure who the father of §

: . . 12T bigglys.
15. She says it could l1e his. h‘ﬂﬂ',-

Jimmy: (Holdimg Jez by the neck) Jez, is that true? (§ip,. I
that true (1 gorousdy sthakes ber. ) 1s that tryes i

Jogo: (F osing Mis cond ) What if 1t's true?

Jimmy: Shut up you idiot, | am not here to arpue wigh You

otherwise peaple will not notice the difference
Jez.) 1s that truc?

Jogo: Leave her alone. How can you hold a woman g
labowur like that?

Jimmy: 1 say shutup...is it true you are not sure who s
responsible for your pregnancy? (Sience, Jinm
soacks hor e the face.) '

Jogo: Be a man, Lice your equal,

Jinnmy abandons Jes and turns to face Joge. The to
fiercely chash, each attempting fo wrestle the ather. Jimmy
frally suicceeds 1o hold Jova by the tie which be urei to
shoady strangle bine. Jogo goes limp and falls to the ground
foaming at the month. Jinimy demontcally contmaues to
strangle bim.

Florence: Jimmy, you have killed my brother ... Jimmy you
have killed my brother ... (Raises alarm a Recho
bursts in waring).

' : : . you?

Recho:  Jimmy, where are you? Jimmy, where .m.l )
- ) . > N ¢ lettus

Jimmy, Mother1s dead. [immy, Mother has ke

orphans (Continses wailing.)

Flashback
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Curtains fall.

Th

—_— " Heart Soothen

Enter Iyaa; slowly moves to face Jimmy.

Jimmy, remember you are the head of this family
and whatever you do will either uphold the gnud
name of this family or dishonour it.

For in the death of this pot.
[ see my own death.

In the death of this pot.

| see the death of my son.
In the death of this pot.

I see death everywhere.

THE END
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is o dynamie play that crinically reflects on
contemporary social values Africa. 1eis astory _nl‘ wo voung
aniversity praduates who opt to hve opether “or better, for
WOISC it 1 A story ot bier betraval and revenge; of decp in-
rernal conflict and fear of the anknown. 1t's a vivid playin test
and on stage. The theme n ' 1s relevant o all
generanons.

Sylvester Onzivua is a medical doctor by profession. His area of
specialization is forensic and anatomical pathology. He is a con-
tnbuting author of the book Farensie Medeane, Medcal 1w and
Fithics in Fast Africa publist ed in 2005, He was also among, the
first regular contributors to the humor column The Rib Breakers
in the The Monitor newspaper 10 Uganda

if & Moring Narrai! Cof cvilizations. It

reminds the reader about how dfficult 1! can T o rul any from
the consequences of their actions and deed..

\amtiel AAndema

Chatrman, [nternaioio I8 e AAssoctation

W awchington DC, USAL

Thir is a very didactic play that bandles the conflicting rdeas of tradition nel
moderntfy. [t is a :mi.fl.t.rtr work qf art that bas pot great moral lessons for

aur seciery.
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